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Chiao Pao:    2008-02-15 
 
Remembering their marriage certificate from 4 years ago 
 
Gay Couples demonstrate for Marriage Equality on Valentine’s Day  
Reported by Liu Hai Ping on 02/14/08, San Francsico 
 
It is Valentine’s Day again and it has been four years since Mayor Newsom 
signed an executive order allowing same sex couple to obtain marriage 
certificate in San Francisco.  Same sex couples used this occasion to remind 
everybody that they still do not have marriage equality. 
 
This year, as with previous years, there were about 8 same sex couples that 
went to San Francisco City Hall seeking to obtain a marriage license expecting to 
get a “Application Denied” from the county clerk.  “We have been here every year 
with our application for a marriage license and we always get the same 
response, the discrimination against gay couples is intolerable,” said one of the 
couples with much disappointment.  “Four years ago, I was one of the lucky ones 
that received a marriage license with my partner, and I was exhilarated, however 
our license was annulled by the court six month later.”  Although all the couples 
who showed up at City Hall expected to be rejected at the county clerk’s office, 
one of the same sex couples actually bought a bouquet of flowers for the county 
clerks, wishing them a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
The California Supreme Court will hear the marriage case on the 4th of March.  
San Francisco’s Assessor-Recorder Phil Ting believes that it will be legal for 
same sex couples to be able to get married soon.  “When that day happens, I 
know that my office, as well as everyone in city hall will open our arms to 
welcome every couple that shows up and we look forward to that day’s arrival.” 
 
San Francisco’s Mayor Newsom allowed same sex couples to obtain their 
marriage license on February 12th, 2004.  Within the month where there was 
marriage equality, about 4000 couples applied for their marriage license.  Then 
six months later, California’s high court ruled that the order was unconstitutional 
and annulled all the marriage licensed registered to same sex couples.  Four 
years later, same sex couples, LGBT organizations and its supporters continue 
to protest and demonstrate, hoping for a day where there will be marriage 
equality in California. 
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