


Translated from International Daily News Newspaper, 2008/05/16
California’s Supreme Court ruled — Marriage Equality Case
Gay and lesbian couples in trusting, loving and committed relationship can get married.

[Reporting from San Francisco:] California’s Supreme Court on 15" of May made a historic 4-3
ruling. Gay and lesbian couples in trusting, loving and committed relationship can get married. In
September last year, about 60 different Asian Pacific Islander organizations jointly filed an historic
amicus brief in support of marriage equality. The coalition of Asian Pacific American
organizations sought to support basic fairness for same-sex couples and their families, drawing
from parallel discriminatory efforts targeting the Asian American community, including the its past
struggle with marriage discrimination in California.

API Equality and its coalitions of supporters are thrilled by this momentous Supreme Court
decision. This ruling is a victory for all Californians who cherish fairness and equality, and will
ensure that every Californian will enjoy the dignity and respect that marriage provides.

According to a study, Asian Pacific Americans form a highly visible portion of California’s
population of same-sex couples and their children. Although the numbers are difficult to ascertain,
a low estimate indicates there are at least 13,000 Asian Pacific American same-sex couples living
in the state. Over 5,600 children are currently being raised by these couples.

Vincent Pan, Executive Director of Chinese for Affirmative Action said that he is very proud to be
a Californian. The California Supreme Court clearly recognized every Californian’s right to marry
the person of his or her choice and the decision is a victory for everyone who values basic
fairness and civil rights





