


Translated from MingPao Newspaper, 5/16/2008 
 
California Supreme Courts rules that Same Sex Marriage is Legal. 
 
Opposition organization collected 1 million signature for November’s Ballot to 
amend constitution to ban gay marriage 
 
[MingPao reporting]  The long awaited CA Supreme Court’s ruling on the same 
sex marriage case was released yesterday, where a 4-3 decision by the 7 
justices, ruled that for California to ban same sex marriage is unconstitutional; 
however, this historic decision might be overturned in the November’s election. 
 
Chief Justice Ronald George wrote in his opinion representing the majority’s 
opinion that California banning same sex marriage is against the basic tenets of 
the California’s constitution. This ruling will be effective within 30days and it is 
expected that a lot of gay and lesbian couples would flock court houses to 
register for their marriage.  Justice George also wrote that California’s 
constitution declare that marriage is protected by civil rights, and therefore sexual 
orientation should not be used to discriminate and everybody should have the 
same rights to marry.  Justice George further wrote that same sex marriage will 
not devalue the definition of marriage and it will not change the definition of 
marriage. 
 
4 – 3 decision  
San Francisco City Hall yesterday attracted hundreds and thousands of people to 
its rotunda, to celebrate this decision with Mayor Gavin Newsom with loud 
applauses and cheers.  San Francisco’s City Attorneys said that the ruling made 
by the courts showed that they are truly an independent institution.  “Our 
democracy from the time of our independence, always protect civil rights from the 
influence of the people.” 
 
Mayor Newsom who 4 years ago signed an executive order allowing same sex 
marriage which made this ruling possible said: “This is about human dignity, and 
about protecting the civil rights of everyone.” 
 
Today’s ruling is a combination of 6 different lawsuits and it included 4 law suits 
by the City and County of San Francisco and same sex partners seeking 
marriage equality and 2 more suits brought by conservative organizations that 
opposes same sex marriage. 
 
Governor Schwarzenegger and Attorney General Jerry Brown both pledge to 
protect the California constitution.  Governor Schwarzenegger issued a 
statement saying “"I respect the court's decision and as governor, I will uphold its 
ruling.”  He will also not support the ballot initiative amending the constitution to 
ban same sex marriages. 
 



This marriage ruling yesterday might be temporary though as the opposition has 
already submitted 1.1 million signatures to try to qualify a ballot initiative in 
November to amend the constitution to ban gay marriages.  Currently, the 
secretary of state is validating the signatures and they need to have at least 
694,351 valid signatures to qualify.  
 
If the ballot initiative passed, it will replace the ruling of the Supreme Court.  
However, the initiative did not contain language on whether the marriages 
conducted before November in California will still be valid. 
 




