


 

Translated from SingTao– 2008-06-17 
 
Oakland marries 18 pairs of newly wedded gay and lesbian couples on its 
first day. 
  
“My Dreams Come True… Because of You…” at 7pm on 16th of June, 18 pairs of 
gay and lesbian couples walked into the chambers of Oakland City Hall to the 
strains of From This Moment to be married by Mayor Ron Dellums and 
Assemblywoman Barbara Lee in a public but special ceremony.  Looking at their 
happy and joyful faces, it was very clear to everyone present that this moment 
was some thing that each couples have waited a long time and fought very hard 
for. 
 
Same sex marriages are now legal in California, leading many loving gay and 
lesbian couples to cheer and celebrate.  Mayor Dellums married each of the 18 
couples in turn in the ceremony and when he asked each couple the question, 
“Do you take…” many of the couples were emotional and teary eyed replied “I 
do!”.  Their genuine emotions affected everyone who was present to witness the 
ceremony. 
 
Amongst the 18 newly wed couples were a pair of Asian lesbian couple who were 
holding to a little girl as they were married by Mayor Dellums.  They were 
wearing the same traditional Chinese dress but in different colors for the 
ceremony, attracting lots of attention.  When the mayor declared that they are 
now legally married in the State of California, they hugged happily and the little 
girl now standing by their side looked at them with a big smile.  
 




