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Translated from SingTao– 2008-06-17 
 
Half Century’s Loving Relationship Finally Legalized 
 
80 years old lesbian activist Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin were married on the 16th 
at 5.01pm by Mayor Gavin Newsom celebrating their 55 years of being together 
in a loving relationship by becoming California’s first lesbian couple to be lawfully 
married.  When the couple cut the wedding cake together, the cheers and 
screams of joy reverberated all over San Francisco City Hall. 
 
The 83 years old Phylis Lyon and 87 years old Del Martin are renowned civil 
rights activist, fighting for LGBT rights and equality for a very long time.  Although 
both of them were married 4 years ago in San Francisco’s City Hall, their 
marriage license were met with challenges at the courts and only resolved on the 
15th of May, last month, when the Supreme Court ruled that gay and lesbian 
couples have the rights to be married with the ruling to be effective on the night 
of the 16th of June after 5pm.  Mayor Newsom therefore conducted the marriage 
ceremony for Phylis and Del in his office at exactly 5.01pm with about 50 families 
members, close friends and city officials, as they say their wedding vows to one 
another. 
 
Once the wedding ceremony was over, Phylis Lyon, who was in a wheelchair, 
was wheeled out of the Mayor’s office by Del Martin to meet the crowd of 
supporters and media representatives that had already gathered to celebrate 
their marriage and offer this blessings.  As they proceeded to cut the wedding 
cake, prepared specially for them, together, supporters that gathered on the 3rd 
floor balcony threw flower petals and the crowd roared in celebration. 
 
Lyon smiled and said: ” When we started our lives together, we never ever 
thought we will be able to get married, we just wanted to live together and I feel 
that today is a really special day.”  Martin followed with a simple: ”Ditto” 
 
Mayor Newsom expressed that this is a momentous moment in our nation’s 
history and said: “They are distinguished people, leading a distinguished life 
fighting for equality and civil liberties for more than 50 years.” 
 
There were a big crowd of several hundred people, both supporters and 
opponents of same sex marriages, outside of City Hall.  San Francisco City 
Government decided that they will only marry Phylis Lyon and Del Martin on the 
16th and start issuing marriage certificate and marrying gay and lesbian couples 
on the 17th.  It is estimated that several thousand gay and lesbian couples will 
walked through San Francisco City Hall to apply for marriage license and the city 
has already enlisted a lot of volunteers to help with the rush.  They estimated that 
they could probably marry 250 couples in a simple civil ceremony and issue 
about 500 marriage license each day. 




