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Translated from Sing Tao USA – June 18th, 2008 
 
Helen Zia believe that love will be accepted 
 
“We are very happy! Finally, today we can be legally married here.”  Newlywed 
Helen Zia exclaimed warmly, holding on to her wife, Lia Shigemura’s, hand.  “Our 
marriage is being accepted now is similar to 40 years ago where a Chinese 
person is not allowed to married a Caucasian person, 2 person in love will 
eventually be understood and accepted, this is the natural progression of human 
beings.”  Lia, who was affectionately and proudly addressed by Helen as “wife” 
continued” We hope that people will look at us with equality in their minds, we are 
all the same as everyone else, we work, we enjoy doing things together and we 
are in love with each other.” 
 
On June 17th 2008 at 8.45am, renowned author Helen Zia and her Japanese 
decent Lia Shigemura was married by City Attorney Dennis Herrera, becoming 
the first LGBT Asian American to be legally married in San Francisco. 
 
Helen and her wife, when asked how the Chinese community will view their 
marriage said, ”a lot of traditional thinking Chinese people might have some 
difficulty accepting or recognizing same sex marriage.  However, they most 
probably have or knows someone’s uncles, sisters or friends who might be gay 
or lesbian.”  They truly hope that one day when you know someone next to you is 
gay or lesbian, you will provide them with understating and support, just like the 
way you treat every loving couples with the same equality. 
 
Dennis Herrera who officiated the wedding of Helen and Zia was of particular 
significance because in 2004 when the city of San Francisco challenged the 
same sex marriage ban in the State of California, Dennis and Helen’s mother 
was one of the parties involved in the challenge. 
 
“I am very happy today that I am still alive and able to witness the marriage of my 
daughter and daughter-in-law, this is a day that I have been looking forward to for 
a long time.  My daughter and my daughter-in-law are in love and have lives 
together for many years now, they are both very good children and very filial, 
they are like my very own daughters now.  This is America, everybody has 
freedom.”  Helen’s mom, who is 79 years old not only supports same sex 
marriage, she is also very satisfied and happy with her Japanese decent 
daughter-in-law 
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