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Translated from Sing Tao Newspaper — 2008/03/06

Opposing Sides Argue At Supreme Court’s Oral Arguments On The
Legalization Of Same-Sex Marriage

(Sing Tao Reporter Wesley Chu reporting from San Francisco) California’s Supreme
Court yesterday held a three and a half hour hearing, to hear both sides of the argument
in deciding whether or not California will join the ranks of Massachusetts, in the
legalization of same-sex marriage. The court is expected to issue a ruling within 90
days. San Francisco’s City Attorney Dennis Herrera expressed optimism at a press
conference held outside the court house after the hearing.

Yesterday's hearing went on for 3 ¥ hours, ¥ hour longer than the originally scheduled
three hours, all seven justices asked questions of both sides if the current domestic
partnership is adequate for the protection of homosexual’s civil rights, and if the law
issued 60 years ago overturning Inter-racial marriage ban is a good basis to constitute
precedent for them to reverse the ballot measure passed that said marriage is a man
and a woman.

Numerous justices repeatedly asked if domestic partnership offers the same rights and
obligations as marriage and if those rights that the plaintiff demanded are “in name only”
since the “reality” in California is that there is no significant difference between domestic
partnership and marriage.

Representing the City of San Francisco, Chief Deputy City Attorney Therese Stewart
responded during the hearing that allowing same sex couples the rights to register as
Domestic Partner is not the same as allowing them to get married. That is because the
word “marriage” has its significance and is important and that is why they are asking for
marriage. Stewart further indicated that the courts needs to decide today if denying
same sex couple the ability to get married is fair and non-discriminatory.

Another lawyer representing the plaintiff argued in the court that gender-based
discrimination is illegal in California.

However, lawyers opposing the legalization of same-sex marriage pointed out in court
that restricting marriage to heterosexual is reasonable, not only is it a tradition, it is also
in line with what the voters voted for in 2000 with the Proposition 22 measure which said
that marriage is only between a man and a woman.

State Deputy Attorney Christopher Krueger argued in court, that if members of the public
support the legalization of same-sex marriage, they should be given the chance to vote
on it instead of the court deciding on the issue.

Mayor Gavin Newsom said, the Supreme Court has always been leading in the frontline
and he has great hope and confidence that the judge will uphold the intent of the
constitution.

City Attorney Dennis Herrera speaking at the Press Conference indicated that he is
confident about the case; however he would not want to guess what the outcome of the



ruling will be. He believed that the judges are supportive of the plaintiff's statement and
appreciate the supporter’'s argument.

After the hearing, API Equality’s community Organizer Amos Lim said that he hope that
the hearing will remind the judges that they are playing a very important part in this
decision, just like the court did 60 years ago when it overturned the law banning inter-
racial marriages.

In 1948, California is the first state to allow couples from different races to get married.
Amos hopes that today's Supreme Court judges would have the courage to let
homosexuals have marriage equality too.

Yesterday, there were also dozens of same-sex marriage supporters and opponents
gathered outside the Supreme Court. Opponents were holdings signs that says
"Sodomy is sin" and "Gay = Pervert” banners while supporters held signs that said “Stop
ignorance: Being Gay is Not a Choice”, and “Your Religion is Not my Government”.

Translated from Singtao’s newspaper report dated 2008-03-05





